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to foster the process of evolutionary change are all, in essence, edu-
cational. Among the problems are (a) to develop among the
larger landowners the sense of their responsibilities to the land and
its workers: (b) to cultivate among the tenants and peasant-
proprietors a desire to improve the lot of themselves and their
families; (c) to evolve a type of education for rural children that
will fit them to live in and profit by a rural environment; (d) to
train teachers for rural schools, and members for the Agricultural
Department, who will be able to evoke and guide the move to-
wards rural development/1 In Iraq the British Middle East Office
is associated with the Iraq government in a scheme for greatly ex-
tending irrigation, with accompanying progress in education and
other services; and the Foreign Secretary has hinted at 'great
schemes of irrigation and other things on the way' in the Middle
East as a whole.2 The United States has commercial agreements
with Sa'udi Arabia and the Yemen which may greatly develop
those countries.
Zionism also has its concrete plans for the economic future of a
much wider area than Palestine. Dr. A. Bonne, director of the
Economic Research Institute of the Jewish Agency, published in
1943 a book The Economic Development of the Middle East, with the
sub-title: An Outline of Planned Reconstruction after the War.
He summed up his thesis in the concluding paragraphs of the book:
It is possibly no mere coincidence that the Jews. . . now find
themselves in Western Asia at the precise moment when this sub-
continent enters upon a new phase in its history. .. . The trans-
formation of the Orient and the securing of better social and
economic conditions calls first and foremost for the presence and
co-operation of a human element in fairly large numbers who are
willing and competent to act as pioneers of this process. .. . Ob-
viously the world has not yet realized the full extent of these im-
mense possibilities. But it should now recognize that these neg-
lected spaces can be brought to new life by utilizing the creative
capacities of those who were once a, if not the, spiritual driving
force of the Orient.'3 Underlying this self-regarding reasoning
lay the assumption that within twenty years of the end of the war
the Jewish population of Palestine would have increased to
1 Keen, op. cit., Ch. III.
2 Times, 25 June 1947; 30 May 1947.
3 op. cit., 132 f.